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PS1a		Sing	songs,	
speak	chants	and	
rhymes,	starting	to	
use	voices	
expressively.	
	
PS1b		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others	
–	whole	school,	class	
and	groups.	

PS2a		Sing	songs,	
speak	chants	and	
rhymes,	using	voices	
expressively.	
	
PS2b		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others	
–	whole	school,	class	
and	groups.		

PS2c		Start	and	finish	
together	and	keep	a	
steady	rhythm.	

PS3a		Sing	songs	in	
unison	and	in	rounds,	
with	increasing	
control	of	rhythm	and	
expression.	
	
PS3b		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others.	
Present	work	to	
others.		

PS3c		Begin	to	use	
appropriate	volume	
control.	

PS4a		Sing	songs	in	
unison	and	in	two	
parts,	with	increasing	
control	of	pitch	and	
expression.	
	
PS4b		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others.	
Present	work	to	
others.		

PS3c		Use	a	range	of	
dynamics	(volume).	

PS5a		Sing	songs	in	unison	
and	in	up	to	three	parts	
with	clear	diction.		
	
PS5b		Demonstrate	
control	of	pitch	and	
tempo.		
	
PS5c		Sing	as	part	of	a	
large	or	small	group	and	
sing	more	than	one	part.	
Sing	or	play	solo	where	
appropriate.	
	
PS5d		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others	in	
front	of	an	audience.		

PS5e		Evaluate	work	from	
a	recording.	

PS6a		Sing	songs	in	unison	
and	in	up	to	four	parts	
with	clear	diction	and	a	
sense	of	phrase.		
	
PS6b		Demonstrate	
control	of	pitch,	
dynamics,	tempo	and	
expression.		
	
PS6c		Sing	as	part	of	a	
large	or	small	group	and	
sing	more	than	one	part.	
Sing	or	play	solo	where	
appropriate.	
	
PS6d		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others	with	
an	awareness	of	the	
audience.		

PS6e		Evaluate	work	from	
the	point	of	view	of	the	
audience.	
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PI1a		Play	untuned	
instruments,	name	
and	know	how	to	
care	for	them.	
	
PI1b		Use	body	
percussion.	
	
PI1c		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others	
–	whole	school,	
class	and	groups.	

PI2a		Play	untuned	
and	tuned	
instruments,	name	
and	know	how	to	
care	for	them.	
	
PI2b		Use	body	
percussion	combined	
with	instruments.	
	
PI2c		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others	
–	whole	school,	class	
and	groups.		

PI2d		Start	and	finish	
together	and	keep	to	
a	steady	rhythm.	

PI3a		Play	untuned	and	
tuned	instruments	with	
increasing	and	
appropriate	control	of	
dynamics	(volume).	
	
PI3b		Begin	to	perform	
music	from	a	pictoral	or	
graphic	score.	
	
PI3c		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others.	
Present	work	to	others.	

PI4a		Play	untuned	
and	tuned	
instruments	with	
increasing	control	and	
rhythmic	accuracy.	
	
PI4b		Perform	music	
from	a	pictoral	or	
graphic	score.	
	
PI4c		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others.	
Present	work	to	other	
groups	or	another	
class.		

PI4d		Use	appropriate	
volume	control.	

PI5a		Play	untuned	and	
tuned	instruments	in	two	
or	more	parts	with	
increasing	control	of	
tempo	(speed)	and	
rhythm.	
	
PI5b		Begin	to	perform	
music	read	from	a	
written	or	pictoral	score.	
	
PI5c		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others	in	
front	of	an	audience.		

PI5d		Evaluate	work	from	
a	recording.	

PI6a		Play	untuned	and	
tuned	instruments	in	
multiple	parts	with	
increasing	control	of	
dynamics,	tempo	and	
rhythm.	
	
PI6b		Perform	music	from	
a	simple	written	score.	
	
PI6c		Rehearse	and	
perform	with	others	with	
an	awareness	of	the	
audience.		

PI6d		Evaluate	work	from	
the	point	of	view	of	the	
audience.	
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C1a		Create	simple	
rhythmic	patterns	
using	instruments	
and	clapping	games.	
	
C1b		Explore	
instrument,	body	
and	environmental	
sounds.	
	
C1c		Choose	and	
organise	sounds	
from	a	limited	range	
provided	by	the	
teacher.		
	
C1d		Use	sound	to	
accompany	a	story.	
	
	

C2a		Create	simple	
rhythmic	and	musical	
patterns	–	create	and	
repeat	a	sequence	of	
sounds.	
	
C2b		Explore	instrument,	
body	and	environmental	
sounds.	
	
C2c		Choose	and	organise	
sounds	freely	from	a	
wider	range	of	tuned	and	
untuned	percussion	and	
environmental	sounds	

C3a		Develop	secure	
rhythmic	and	melodic	
material	e.g.	sing	
Frere	Jacques	and	
London’s	Burning	
together	
	
C3b		Combine	and	
organise	musical	ideas	
to	create	a	
performance	with	
more	than	one	
performer	
	
C3c		Experience	
simple	computer	
software	to	compose	
short	pieces	

C4a		Explore	musical	
ideas	and	structures	
eg.	ABA	pattern	
	
C4b		Combine	and	
organise	musical	
ideas	to	create	a	
performance	with	
more	than	one	
performer	
	
C4c		Use	simple	
computer	software	to	
compose	short	pieces	

C5a		Develop	secure	
rhythmic	and	melodic	
material	e.g.	improvise	
melodies	over	a	set	
rhythmic	base	or	
ostinato	
	
C5b		Combine	and	
organise	musical	ideas	to	
create	a	performance	
that	demonstrates	a	
variety	of	skills	and	
different	effects.	
	
C5c		Explore	musical	
structures	such	as	
syncopation.	
	
C5d		Use	computer	
software	to	compose	
music	for	a	set	purpose	

C6a		Explore	creating	
melodies	over	a	basic	
core	scheme	e.g.	look	
at	the	effects	of	
harmony	and	create	
pieces	with	different	
moods	
	
C6b		Explore	musical	
ideas	such	as	major	
and	minor	chords	and	
their	effects,	and	
pentatonic	scales	
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A1a		Explore	and	
express	their	ideas	
and	feelings	about	
music	using	
movement	
	
A1b		Talk	about	
sounds	they	have	
made	or	heard	
	
A1c		Use	
appropriate	
expressive	
language	

A2a		Explore	and	
express	their	ideas	
and	feelings	about	
music	using	
movement	and	
dance.	
	
A2b		Talk	and	write	
about	sounds	they	
have	made	or	heard	
	
A2c		Use	
appropriate	
expressive	
language.	
	
A2d		Improve	their	
own	work	in	
relation	to	set	
criteria.	

A3a		Compare	contrasting	
sounds.	
	
A3b		Explore	and	explain	
their	own	ideas	and	
feelings	about	music	using	
movement,	dance	and	
increasing	expressive	
language.	
	
A3c		Make	improvements	
to	their	work	based	on	
guided	and	self	evaluation	
using	an	audio	recorder.	

A4a		Analyse	through	
set	criteria.		
	
A4b		Compare	sounds	
in	terms	of	pitch,	
volume	and	dynamics	
	
A4c		Explore	and	
explain	their	own	ideas	
and	feelings	about	
music	using	movement,	
dance	and	increasing	
expressive	language		
	
A4d		Improve	their	own	
and	others	work	in	
relation	to	set	criteria	

A5a		Begin	to	analyse	
music	using	
appropriate	
vocabulary.	
	
A5b		Compare	sounds	
or	music	that	convey	a	
similar	mood.	
	
A5c		Explore	and	
explain	their	own	ideas	
and	feelings	about	
music	using	
movement,	dance	and	
expressive	vocabulary.	
	
A5d		Improve	their	
own	and	others	work	
in	relation	to	set	
criteria	made	by	the	
group	before	they	start	
composing.	

A6a		Use	appropriate	
musical	vocabulary	when	
describing	music	and	
sounds	e.g.	tempo,	
timbre,	dynamics,	pitch.	
	
A6b		Suggest	different	
interpretations	of	the	
same	sound	or	piece	of	
music,	and	use	their	
bodies	to	convey	these.	

	 	



Music	Skills	Ladder	 	 	 Jane	Ashworth	Community	Music	
	
	 Year	1	 Year	2	 Year	3	 Year	4	 Year	5	 Year	6	

Li
st
en

in
g	

L1a		Listen	to	short	
pieces	with	growing	
concentration,	recall	
sounds	such	as	
repeated	rhythms	
and	phrases.	
	
L1b		Know	that	music	
can	be	used	for	
different	purposes.	
	
L1c		Experience	
listening	to	live	music	

L2a		Listen	to	short	
pieces	with	growing	
concentration	
demonstrating	
increasing	aural	
memory,	recall	sounds	
such	as	repeated	
rhythms	and	phrases.	
	
L2b		Know	that	music	
can	be	used	for	different	
purposes	and	to	create	
different	moods.	

L2c		Experience	listening	
to	live	and	recorded	
music	and	talk	about	the	
difference	between	
them	

L3a		Listen	to	
different	pieces	
from	different	
times	and	cultures	
and	begin	to	
internalise	and	
recall	sounds.	
	
L3b		Know	how	
place	can	
influence	the	way	
music	is	
performed.	

L3c		Listen	to	live	
music	and	identify	
feelings	and	
emotions	

L4a		Listen	to	different	
pieces	from	different	
times	and	cultures	with	
growing	ability	to	
internalise	and	recall	
sounds	with	
increasingly	accurate	
aural	memory.	
	
L4b		Know	how	time	
and	place	can	influence	
the	way	music	is	
performed.	

L4c		Experiencing	
listening	to	live	and	
recorded	music	by	
great	compoers		

L5a		Listen	to	different	
pieces	from	different	
times	and	cultures	with	
ability	to	internalise	and	
recall	sounds	with	
increasingly	accurate	
aural	memory	and	
attention	to	detail.	
	
L5b		Know	how	time,	
culture	and	place	can	
influence	the	way	music	
is	created,	heard	and	
performed.	

L5c		Begin	to	identify	
pieces	of	music	by	great	
composers	

L6a		Listen	to,	and	
describe	the	features	of,	
different	pieces	from	
different	times	and	
cultures	with	ability	to	
internalise	and	recall	
sounds	with	increasingly	
accurate	aural	memory	
and	attention	to	detail.	
	
L6b		Explain	how	time,	
culture	and	place	can	
influence	the	way	music	is	
created,	heard	and	
performed.	

L6c		Explore	and	create	a	
timeline	of	periods	of	
music	history		
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KU1a		Know	how	the	
musical	elements		can	
be	combined	such	as	
loud	and	quiet,	fast	
and	slow,	high	and	
low.	
	
KU1b		Know	how	
sounds	can	be	made	
in	different	ways	e.g	
listen	to	a	rhythm	and	
clap,	stamp	etc	to	
repeat	it.	
	
KU1c		Invent	own	
signs	and	symbols	to	
record	compositions.	

KU2a		Know	how	the	
musical	elements	can	
be	combined	and	how	
these	are	combined	to	
create	different	
effects.	
	
KU2b		Know	how	
sounds	can	be	made	
in	different	ways	and	
how	to	use	
instruments	to	create	
different	effects.	
	
KU2c		Invent	own	
signs	and	symbols	to	
record	compositions	
and	use	them	
confidently.	

KU3a		Know	how	
the	musical	
elements	can	be	
combined	to	create	
different	effects	
such	as	pitch,	
duration,	dynamics,	
tempo.		
	
KU3b		Know	how	
music	is	produced	in	
different	ways	by	
using	graphic	and	
pictoral	scores	

KU4a		Begin	to	
explore	timbre	e.g.	
illustrate	a	
conversation	with	
different	instruments	
representing	different	
people	
	
KU4b		Know	how	
music	is	produced	in	
different	ways	by	
starting	to	use	
standard	notation.	

KU5a		Know	how	the	
musical	elements	can	be	
combined	to	create	
different	effects	such	as	
pitch,	duration,	
dynamics,	tempo,	
texture,	silence	and	
timbre.		
	
KU5b		Begin	to	know	
when	there	is	a	need	to	
use	standard	notation	as	
opposed	to	graphic	or	
pictoral	scores,	and	
begin	to	use	it	
confidently.	

KU6a		Know	and	
demonstrate	how	the	
musical	elements	can	be	
combined	to	create	
different	effects	such	as	
pitch,	duration,	dynamics,	
tempo,	texture,	silence	and	
timbre.		
	
KU6b		Use	standard	staff	
notation	confidently	for	
performing,	and	
composing	simple	
melodies	
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Pupils	should	be	taught	to:	

• use	their	voices	expressively	and	creatively	
by	singing	songs	and	speaking	chants	and	
rhymes	
	

• play	tuned	and	untuned	instruments	
musically	
	

• listen	with	concentration	and	understanding	
to	a	range	of	high	quality	live	and	recorded	
music	
	

• experiment	with,	create,	select	and	combine	
sounds	using	the	inter-related	dimensions	of	
music	

	

Pupils	should	be	taught	to	sing	and	play	musically	with	increasing	confidence	and	control.		

They	should	develop	an	understanding	of	musical	composition,	organising	and	manipulating	
ideas	within	musical	structures	and	reproducing	sounds	from	aural	memory.	

Pupils	should	be	taught	to:	

• play	and	perform	in	solo	and	ensemble	contexts,	using	their	voices	and	playing	
musical	instruments	with	increasing	accuracy,	fluency,	control	and	expression	
	

• improvise	and	compose	music	for	a	range	of	purposes	using	the	inter-related	
dimensions	of	music	(pitch,	duration,	dynamics,	tempo,	timbre,	texture,	structure	and	
musical	notation)	
	

• listen	with	attention	to	detail	and	recall	sounds	with	increasing	aural	memory	
	

• use	and	understand	staff	and	other	musical	notations	
	

• appreciate	and	understand	a	wide	range	of	high-quality	live	and	recorded	music	
drawn	from	different	traditions	and	from	great	composers	and	musicians	
	

• develop	an	understanding	of	the	history	of	music	
	

	

	


